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’We’re always looking for creative ways to build new
houses.’ Joe Gassman leads the 4,000-volunteer strong
organization.

‘We see ourselves as partners with the school system.’
Junior Achievement, under the guidance of president Tambre
Clark, has assisted more than 208,000 Brevard children.

‘Hunger is a physical injury, but one you cannot see.’ Vale-
rie Carl says the Second Harvest Food Bank in West Melbourne
distributes 3 million pounds of food a year to 89 charities.

Habitat forHumanity
of Brevard County

Junior Achievement
of the Space Coast

SecondHarvest Food
Bank, Brevard branch

BY MARIA SONNENBERG
FOR FLORIDA TODAY

For many families in
Brevard County, decent
housing can seem an impos-
sibledream.

Thanks to FLORIDA TO-
DAY’s Organization of the
Year finalist Habitat for Hu-
manity, however, the dream
doescometrue.

A grass-roots community
partnership of thousands of
volunteers, Habitat is cele-
brating 25 years of building
homes for low-income fami-
lies.

“We’re always looking for
creative ways to build new
houses,” Habitat president
andCEOJoeGassmansaid.

The Christian housing
ministry builds simple, de-
cent and affordable homes
for families that have long
struggled with substandard,
inadequatehousing.

Families are empowered
to become active members
of their communities by tak-
ing part in the buildingof the
15 to 20 houses Habitat
builds each year. The homes
are then sold to low-income
families through no-interest
loansandatnoprofit.

“It is our job to keep them
in their house,” Gassman
said.

About 4,000 volunteers,
plus cash and in-kind dona-
tions, keep construction
costs toaminimum.

“It gives them a chance to
regain their personal worth
and their dreams,” Gass-
mansaid.

BY MARIA SONNENBERG
FOR FLORIDA TODAY

Children oftendon’t man-
age money well, but Junior
Achievement of the Space
Coast can help with a splash
of reality training.

Junior Achievement, one
of FLORIDA TODAY’s Or-
ganization of the Year final-
ists, provides financial liter-
acy for students from kin-
dergarten through 12th
grade. More than 400volun-
teers teach lessons that im-
part a healthy respect for
financialknow-how.

“Alotofparentsarestrug-
gling,” Junior Achievement
president Tambre Clark
said. “They’ve made mis-
takes and don’t want their
children torepeat thesemis-
takes, but they may not be
able to give their children
theinformationtheyneed.”

That ’s when Junior
Achievement steps in. Since
its beginnings in 1984, Jun-
ior Achievement has im-
pacted more than 208,000
children in Brevard through
volunteer-ledworkshops.

Bridging the gap between
school and the real world,
Junior Achievement volun-

teers help students develop
successful financial man-
agement habits, as well as
nurture work-readiness and
entrepreneurialskills.

“This program is able to
make significant impacts on
the lives of theyoungpeople
in our community,” said JA
volunteer and previous
board member Helen
Voltz.

BY MARIA SONNENBERG
FOR FLORIDA TODAY

Hunger isaninsidious, in-
visible foe that strikes
acrossgenerations.

“Hunger is a physical in-
jury, but one you cannot
see,” said Valerie Carl,
Brevard branch manager
for Second Harvest Food
Bank, a finalist for FLOR-
IDA TODAY’s Organization
of theYear.

From a no-nonsense
warehouse in West Mel-
bourne, the nonprofit dis-
tributes 3 million pounds of
food a year to 89 local chari-
ties that feedthehungry.

Every week, emergency
foodpantries, soupkitchens
and other sites receive life-
giving groceries to feed
Brevard’spoor.

“The team at the Brevard
branch works miracles each
day in the lives of thousands
of individuals and families
here in our community,”
United Way president Rob-
ertRainssaid.

“In these times of eco-
nomic uncertainty and with
donations at record lows, it
is comforting to know that

our center can rely upon
Second Harvest for the food
our clients need,” said Joe
Robinson, executive direc-
tor of North Brevard Chari-
ties.

The organization
Address: 7815 Ellis
Road, Melbourne;
321-728-4009
Established: 1985
Mission: Habitat for
Humanity of Brevard
County is an
ecumenical Christian
housing ministry
working in partnership
with the community to
eliminate substandard
and inadequate
housing by building
simple, decent,
affordable homes in
partnership with
God’s people in need.
Volunteer force:
4,000
Why volunteering is
important: Volunteers
are the backbone of
Habitat, allowing the
organization to build
decent, safe housing
at minimum cost.

The organizaiton
Address: 2287 W.
Eau Gallie Blvd., Suite
A, Melbourne;
321-751-4024
Established: 1984
Mission: Junior
Achievement’s
mission is to inspire
and prepare young
people in Brevard
County to succeed in
a global economy.
Volunteer force: 350
Why volunteering is
important: Volunteers
are an integral part of
Junior Achievement,
bringing the real world
into the classroom.
The volunteers inspire
and educate students
by sharing real-life
experiences.

The organization
Address: 6928-A
Vickie Court,
Melbourne;
321-733-1600
Established: 2000
Mission: Provide
access to food and
other grocery products
to people in need, to
mobilize leaders and
communities by
bringing visibility to
the invisible problem
of hunger and poverty
and to develop more
holistic and county-
specific solutions to
hunger in Brevard.
Volunteer force: 400
Why volunteering is
important: Volunteers
help a very small staff
to sort food and pull
agency orders and
contribute the time
and talent to help the
agency remain
connected with the
community.
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‘Humbled.’ Jim Ridenour spent more than 28 years in the
military, rising to the rank of colonel. He later became the
general manager for Marriott Courtyard West Melbourne.

‘Always wanted to help people.’ Rebecca Shillings over-
came hardships of her own as a youth and now spends
much of her free time volunteering.

‘My wife calls it a heart job.’ Fremont “Freebie” Bassett
and his group in Titusville refurbish computers, then gives
them to those in need.

Fremont Bassett JimRidenour Rebecca Shillings
BY MEGAN K. SCOTT

FLORIDA TODAY

He’s sent computers to a
deaf school in Russia, a
Peace Corps volunteer in the
Samoan Islands and to
schools across the United
States.

But Fremont “Freebie”
Bassett, 63, of Rockledge, is
modest about his nomi-
nation for Volunteer of the
Year in FLORIDA TODAY’s
Volunteer Recognition
Awards.

None of the work would
be possible without the 20 or
so volunteers who work
along side him, refurbishing
computers and giving them
tothoseinneed,hesays.

“Mywifecalls itaheart job
because that’s what it is,” he
said. “These people are re-
ally the breath of all of what
ishappeningouthere.”

Bassett, a production con-
trol planner for United
Space Alliance, started
Computers for Education in
1995. He had a heart attack
and had undergone open-
heart surgery and was get-
tingboredathome.

“Myoldestson,John,said,
‘Dad, you look like you need
somethingtodo.’ ”

Bassett knew nothing
about computers; he was
only a user. But he and his
son built their first computer
for a boy who wanted to
keep in touch with his dad
wholivedoverseas.

“A couple of friends of

ours were teachers,andthey
found out I was doing that,
and said, ‘Can you build me
some computers for a class-
room?’ I said sure, ‘I’d be
happy to.’ Slowly but surely
we started building comput-
ersforschools.”

Computers for Education
has given out 16,000 com-
puters to more than 115 or-
ganizations. It also has
taught hundreds of people
how to build and operate
computers.

“The teachers are dancing
on the ceiling,” said volun-
teer Mike Brady, 56, of Mer-
ritt Island, about the dona-
tions.

BY PAM HARBAUGH
FLORIDA TODAY

Strong leaders, especially
those who avoid recogni-
tion, need to be thanked for
all the work they do on be-
halfof thecommunity.

“I think it’s important to
shine the light on those kind
ofpeople,”KimAgeesaid.

That’s one reasonsheand
Bunny Finney nominated
Jim Ridenour for FLORIDA
TODAY’s Volunteer Recog-
nition Awards 2010 Volun-
teerof theYear.

A distinguished graduate
from the United States Air
Force’s Air War College, Ri-
denour spent more than 28
years in the military, rising
totherankofcolonel.

“Sometimes when people
have that type of (military)
career, they retire,” Finney
said. “That’s not what Jim
did.”

He and his wife, Marcia
(hishighschoolsweetheart)
moved to Brevard in 1993.
He started as a front desk
clerk for Marriott and
within five years was ap-
pointed general manager
forMarriottCourtyardWest
Melbourne. He’s also gen-
eral manager for Residence
Inn inMelbourne.

Ridenour is a “consum-
mate professional” who
never asks someone to do
something he wouldn’t do
himself,Ageesaid.

“I grew up in a very small
town in Indiana, 500 peo-
ple,” Ridenour said. “I
learned business 101 before
I was probably 10 years old
about how you do things —
network, build relation-
ships and sustain those rela-
tionships.”

It’s that kind of positive
thinking that makes him
such an effective leader,
Finneysaid.

“He leads with grace and
vision,”Finneysaid.

BY SUSAN JENKS
FLORIDA TODAY

In scanning her list of vol-
unteer activities, it’s hard to
know how Rebecca Shil-
lingsfindsthetime.

Enrolled in a masters pro-
gram at the University of
Central Florida working to-
ward a social work degree,
the 34-year-old Shillings
mentors a young teenager
from a troubled home and
helpsbuildhouseswithHab-
itatforHumanity.

But she also works with
homeless veterans, raises
money for nonprofit orga-
nizations such as the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network and
the American Lung Associa-
tion, and volunteers at Daily
BreadinMelbourne.

“I’ve always wanted to
help people, and my mom
andgrandmotheralwaysdid
stuff for other people,” she
said.

Shillings was nominated
for Volunteer of the Year in
FLORIDA TODAY’s Volun-
teer Recognition Awards by
Claudia Alonso of Cocoa, a
mentoring coordinator for
the Eckerd Youth Alterna-
tives’ Brevard mentoring
program.

“Surely, if Rebecca was
featured as Volunteer of the
Year, her recognition would
be inspiring for all young
adults and professionals in
Brevard County,” Alonso
wrote.

Born in Titusville, Schil-
lings was raised on Merritt
Island in low-income hous-
ing, she said. After high
school, she “got into a
slump” before returning to
academia, ini t ia l ly at
Brevard Community Col-
lege and then finishing up
her undergraduate degree in
psychology at the University
of Central Florida with a 3.8
gradepointaverage.

“You can make time for it,
if you want,” she said. “And
I’vealways loveddoing it, es-
pecially helping the home-
less.”

The volunteer
Who: Rebecca
Shillings
Family: Mother,
Barbara Shillings, and
grandmother, Rosyln
Levine, of Brevard
County; engaged to
Michael Keppler, a
fellow volunteer
Volunteer work:
Habitat for Humanity,
Daily Bread, Eckerd
Youth Alternatives,
the American Lung
Association, Brevard
Cultural Alliance,
Children’s Miracle
Network, among
others
Hobbies: Volunteer
work. “That’s pretty
much it,” she said.

The volunteer
Who: Fremont
“Freebie” Bassett
Residence: Rockledge
Family: Wife, Linda;
sons, John and
Gregory;
grandchildren, Caleb
and Brooklyn
Volunteer work:
Founder of Computers
for Education, a
nonprofit in Titusville
that refurbishes
computers and
donates them to
schools and other
organizations
Hobbies: Aviation,
motorcycles, kayaking
and helping people

The volunteer
Family: Wife Marcia,
two daughters and
five grandchildren.
Residence:
Melbourne
Volunteer work:
Chairman of the board
for Buena Vida
Estates, Melbourne
Babcock Street
Community
Redevelopment
Agency Advisory
Committee,
Melbourne Economic
Enhancement District
Advisory Committee,
Brevard County
Tourism Development
Council and many
others
Hobbies: Golf, surf
fishing


