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This research examines networks of counties and nongovernmental organizations in the delivery of low-
income health care services. Using complexity theory and resource dependency theory, health care networks
emerge as a possible adaptation for meeting community health care needs. Consequently, this study explores the
existence, complexity, and intensity of health care networks for low income, uninsured, and underinsured
county residents.

This study focuses on four aspects of low-income health care networks. First, the initial conditions under
which low income health care networks may form will be examined. Second, the study will identify the impact
of county involvement based upon county participation levels. Third, the numbers and types of health care
providers that participate in the network will be examined. Finally, a model that explains the relationship
between county conditions and the intensity of network functions will be tested.

Hillary Knepper is currently working as an Adjunct Instructor for the University
of Central Florida, Department of Public Administration. She holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Urban Affairs from Hunter College, City University of New York; a
Master of Public Administration degree from Troy University, and is a doctoral
candidate in Public Affairs at the University of Central Florida. Ms. Knepper has 20
years experience working in the nonprofit and county government sectors and has
been serving as a consultant for the past ten years. Her consulting activities are
generally focused on strategic visioning, long-range planning, program evaluation,
board development, and fundraising/grant writing. Ms. Knepper’s current research
interests are county and state governments, networks and intergovernmental

relations, nonprofit organizations, privatization, public private partnerships, and
performance-based management.



